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Education

2004
Doctor of Philosophy in History, Rutgers University-New Brunswick
Faculty Positions

- Associate Professor of History and Gender Studies, Indiana University, July 2012-Present

- Assistant Professor of History, Indiana University, Aug 2005-June 2012
- Assistant Professor of History, Kean University, Union, New Jersey, Sept 2001-July 2005
Administrative Experience
- Faculty Fellow for Diversity and Inclusion, College Office of Diversity and Inclusion, Indiana University, July 2020-June 2021. Worked with Assistant Dean Dr. Carmen Henne-Ochoa on creating and implementing DEI training and initiatives for faculty and staff within the College of Arts and Sciences.
Consulting Work
- Martin Van Buren National Historic Site, Spring 2021. View Video Clips Here.
Monographs

The Vice President’s Black Wife: The Untold Life of Julia Chinn (Forthcoming, Ferris & Ferris Books). 

Forging Freedom: Black Women and the Pursuit of Liberty in Antebellum Charleston (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2011). Winner of Four Book Awards (see below).
Honors and Awards

2017: First Place, “Bring it On!” Outstanding Contributions in Reporting Events of Public Importance, Radio Public Affairs, Indiana Chapter of the Society for Professional Journalists, April 2017.
2017: Martin Luther King, Jr. Building Bridges Award, Indiana University, January 2017.
2016: Gender Studies Service Award, Indiana University, April 2016.

2013: Phillis Wheatley Book Prize, North East Black Studies Association.

2012: Julia Cherry Spruill Book Prize, Southern Association of Women Historians (SAWH).
2012: Anna Julia Cooper-C.L.R. James Book Prize, National Council for Black Studies (NCBS).
2012: George C. Rogers, Jr. Book Prize, South Carolina Historical Society.

2012: Letitia Woods Brown Memorial Book Prize: Honorable Mention, ABWH.

2011: Frances Marshall Achievement Award (for excellence in teaching and mentoring), Alpha Phi Alpha-Gamma Eta Chapter, Indiana University.

2009: Letitia Woods Brown Memorial Article Prize- Best Article on African American Women’s History, for “The Bettingall-Tunno Family and the Free Black Women of Antebellum Charleston: A Freedom Both Contingent and Constrained,” ABWH.
2009: Trustees’ Teaching Award, Department of History, Indiana University.
Additional Publications
Peer-Reviewed 
- “The Future Looks Bright: Black Women, Slavery, and Freedom, 1780-1865,” An Oxford Companion to American Women’s History, 2nd Ed., Nancy Hewitt and Anne Valk, eds. (Wiley-Blackwell, 2021), 107-121. First Author. With Dr. Jessica Millward.
- “Disorderly Communion: Julia Chinn, Richard Mentor Johnson, and Life in an Interracial, Antebellum, Southern Church,” Journal of African American History 105, No. 2 (Spring 2020): 213-241.
- “Black Women, Religious Rhetoric, and the Legacy of Abraham Lincoln,” Journal of African American History 94, No. 4 (2009): 561-570.
- “The Bettingall-Tunno Family and the Free Black Women of Antebellum Charleston: A Freedom both Contingent and Constrained,” South Carolina Women: Their Lives and Times, Volume One, Marjorie Julian Spruill et al., eds. (University of Georgia, 2010), 143-167.

- “Sisters in Arms: Slave Women and Resistance in the Antebellum South,” Past Imperfect: The History and Classics Graduate Student Journal (University of Alberta, 1996), 141-174.
Public-Facing
- Op-ed, “We Are Not Ok,” Louisville Courier-Journal, Sept. 17, 2021. Link to Piece Here. 

- Article, “Violence in Portland Exposes the Real Purpose Embedded in Law Enforcement,” The Washington Post, July 28, 2020. Read Article Here. 

- Op-ed, “From Slave Patrol to Storm Troopers: America’s Police Have an Ugly History,” Louisville Courier-Journal, July 10, 2020. Full Story Here. 

- Blogpost, “The Erasure and Resurrection of Julia Chinn, U.S. Vice President Richard M. Johnson’s Black Wife,” Association of Black Women Historians (ABWH), March 03, 2019. Full Text Here.  

- Forward, in Gee Joyner, He Talk White: The Scholarly and Artistic Works of a Writer,” (AuthorHouse Publications, 2013). View Here.

- Blogpost, “Georgey had a Gun: One Woman’s Thoughts on Race and Racialized Thinking,” (on the Death of Trayvon Martin), Rainbows and Lilacs, July 18, 2013. Click Here to Read. 

- “Margaret Mercer,” in American National Biography (Oxford University, 1998). Online Version Here.
Fellowships and Grants

2020: Faculty Fellow for Diversity and Inclusion, College of Arts and Sciences, Indiana University.
2019: Academic Leadership Program (ALP), 2019-2020, Indiana University. 

2017: American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) Fellowship, 2017-2018.
2014: Individual Research Award, Institute for Advanced Studies, Indiana University.
2013: Faculty Seed Grant, Center for Research on Race and Ethnicity in Society, Indiana University. 

2012: Scholarly Research Fellowship, Kentucky Historical Society.
2012: Breaux Fellowship, Filson Historical Society.
2011: New Frontiers Exploration Traveling Fellowship, Indiana University.
2011: Conference Grant, Office of the Vice President for International Affairs, Indiana University.

2011: Travel Research Grant, College Arts & Humanities Institute, Indiana University.
2007- Conference Grant, Office of Vice President for International Affairs, Indiana University. 

2005- Travel Grant, Career Development Committee, Kean University.
2004- Travel Grant, Career Development Committee, Kean University.
2003- Travel Grant, Career Development Committee, Kean University.
2002: Travel Grant, Career Development Committee, Kean University.
2001- Mellon Fellowship, Library Company of Philadelphia.
2000- Research Fellowship, Institute for Southern Studies, University of South Carolina.
1998- Harvey Fellowship, Mustard Seed Foundation, Washington D.C. 

1997- Graduate Research Fellowship, Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis.
1996- Rutgers Graduate Fellowship, Department of History.
Invited Lectures
- Ashley Hall Writers Series, “An Evening with Amrita Chakrabarti Myers, Ph.D.,” In Partnership with the College of Charleston’s Avery Research Center, Charleston, SC., February 2021.

- Monthly Speaker’s Series, “The Black Mistress of Blue Spring Farm,” Center for Research on Race and Ethnicity in Society (CRRES), Indiana University, January 2020. 

- U.S. History Workshop, “Disorderly Communion: Julia Chinn, Richard Mentor Johnson, and Life in an Interracial, Antebellum, Southern Church.” Indiana University Department of History, November 2019.
- Robert Marcus Memorial Lecture, “Sex, Power, and Place: A Story of Slavery and Interracial Marriage in Antebellum America,” SUNY-Brockport College, March, 2019. 

- Keynote Speaker, “The Joys and Struggles of Researching Antebellum Black Women’s History,” Phi Alpha Theta Induction Ceremony, Department of History, Spelman College, April 2018.

-James Weldon Johnson Institute for the Study of Race and Difference, “Remembering Julia: Resurrecting the Life of a Southern Black Woman,” Emory University, February 2018.

- “To ‘Joy: A Symposium on Black Feminist Histories,” the Twentieth Anniversary Celebration of Dr. Tera Hunter and her work, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Dec 2017. 

- Scott County Historical Society, “Remembering Julia: A Tale of Sex, Race, Power, and Place,” Georgetown, Kentucky, May 2017. 

- Plenary Session, “Africana Scholar Activists in Times of Transition and Crisis,” National Council for Black Studies (NCBS), Houston, March 2017. 

- Opening Speaker, “Black Lives Matter in Historical Perspective,” ‘Social Justice in the Age of Black Lives Matter,’ Annual Civil Rights Conference, University of Tennessee-Martin, February 2017.

- Committee of Historians for Intellectual Culture, “Hidden Histories of the Midwest,” Department of History, Indiana University, October 2015.

- “Liminal Lives: Interracial Women in the Old South,” Cross-Generational Dialogues in Black Women’s History: A Comparative Black History Symposium, Michigan State University, March 2015.

- Women’s History Month Speaker, “Crossing the Freedom Frontier: Black Women in the Old South,” Loyola Marymount University, March 2015.

- Cusp of Spring Workshop, “Recovering Julia Chinn,” Institute for Advanced Studies, Indiana University, March 2015.

- Gender Studies Lecture Series, “Hidden in Plain Sight: Julia Chinn and the Challenges of Reconstructing Black Women’s Lives,” Indiana University, September 2014.
 - Keynote Speaker, “Delicate Dances: The Lives of Free Black Women in the Antebellum South,” Association of Black Women Historians (ABWH) Annual Meeting, Memphis, September 2014.
- Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis-Black Atlantic Project, “Distant Voices: Black Women and the Challenge of Biography,” Rutgers University, April 2014.
- Avery Research Center Lecture Series, “Forging Freedom: Black Women and the Pursuit of Liberty in Antebellum Charleston,” College of Charleston, March 2014.
- Hutchins Lecture, “Examining Race, Gender, and Freedom in the Old South,” University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, Center for the Study of the American South, January 2014.
- Keynote Speaker, North East Black Studies Association, “Crossing the Freedom Frontier: Black Women in the Old South,” Fairfield University-Connecticut, November 2013.

- Southern Seminar Speaker, “Making A Way out of No Way: Free Black Women in the Old South,” University of Virginia, October 2013.
- “Scandalous Liaisons: Interracial Sex in Antebellum America,” University of Kentucky, April 2013.
- Legacy Speakers’ Series, “The Relevance of Black Women’s History in a ‘Post-Racial’ Society,” LeMoyne-Owen College, Memphis, March 2013.

- State of the Field Session, “Re-examining the Meanings of Freedom: A Roundtable Discussion,” NCBS, Indianapolis, March 2013. 

- “Risky Business: Race, Sex, and Politics in Antebellum America,” African American and African Diaspora Studies (AAADS) Colloquium Series, Indiana University, February 2013.
- “Thinking Black on Twenty Years of Sisterhood: African American Women’s History since the Publication of Unequal Sisters.” 20th Anniversary Celebration of Unequal Sisters: An Inclusive Reader in American Women's History, Newberry Library Seminar on Women & Gender, Chicago, September 2010.
- “The Bettingall-Tunno Family and the Free Black Women of Antebellum Charleston: A Freedom both Contingent and Constrained,” presented at a symposium celebrating the publication of South Carolina Women: Their Lives and Times, University of South Carolina, June 2009. 

- “Gone and Often Forgotten: Free Black Women in the Antebellum South,” Drexel University, Philadelphia, May 2009.
- “Juggernauts and Juggling Acts: Tales from the Tenure Track,” Black Women Academics in the Ivory Tower: Research & Praxis, Rutgers University-New Brunswick, March 2009.

- Special Session, “Visionary Words: Black Women’s Rhetoric and the Ideologies of Lincoln.” Paper given for “African Americans in O. Vernon Burton’s The Age of Lincoln,” at the Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), Birmingham, October 2008.

- Keynote Speaker, “The Past isn’t Dead…It isn’t even Past: The Importance of Studying African American History,” Austin Peay State University, Nashville, April 2007.

- “The Study of Slavery and the Legacy of Black Power,” Race, Roots and Resistance: Revisiting the Legacies of Black Power, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, March 2006.
- “For My Family’s Freedom: Sarah Martha Sanders,” Kean University Historical Society, March 2005.

Public Talks and Workshops
- “How Did we get here? Where do we go? The Past, Present, and Future of American Policing,” Speaker, Poverty, Anti-Racism, Coalition Building, and Education (PACE), Berea College, November 2021.
- Panelist, “A Roundtable Discussion On Human Rights Research: Doing Difficult Work During Difficult Times,” Georgia State University, April 2021.
- “The Vice President’s Black Wife: Resurrecting Julia Chinn,” Black History Month Lecture, Wix Corporation, February 2021.
- Speaker, “Let’s Be Real: A Conversation on Black Women in America,” Black History Month Event, Can I Be Real? Non-Profit Organization, February 2021. 

- Curriculum Development, Co-Organizer, and Facilitator, “Anti-Racist Policy Training for Monroe County, Indiana, Elected Officials,” January 2021. 

- Panelist, “Learning for a Change: Social Justice, Racial Reckoning, and the Liberal Arts,” Indiana University College of Arts and Sciences’ Food for Thought series, January 2021. 

- Speaker, “History of Policing,” IN State Convention, National Organization for Women, August 2020. 

-Juneteenth Speaker, SKinTech Committee, Wix Corporation, June 2020. 
- Panelist, “Maintaining Health and Wellness on the Frontlines of Activism,” BLM’s “Seat at the Table” One Day Conference, October 2019. 
- Panelist, “Being an Activist-Scholar at Indiana University and in Bloomington,” Mandela Washington Scholars Forum, Indiana University, July 2019. 

- Panelist, “Life in Bloomington for BIPOC,” Democracy for Monroe County, Bloomington, May 2019.
- Speaker, “Integrating Faith and Racial Justice,” Jubilee, First Presbyterian Church, Bloomington, IN, February 2019.
- Closing Speaker, “Let Us Persist: A Collaborative Concert Inspired by Nasty Women and Friends,” Unitarian Universalist Church, Bloomington, IN, April 2017.
- Panelist, “Battling Fear and Hatred of the ‘Other’ Woman - Certain Immigrants, People of Color, People of Certain Religions,” Linking Arms for Social Justice: If Not You, Then Who?, City of Bloomington Commission on the Status of Women, Bloomington, IN, March 2017.

- Black History Month Lecturer, “Why is Saying ‘Black Lives Matter’ So Controversial?” Bloomington North High School, February 2017.

- Speaker, “Inaugurate the Revolution,” Buskirk-Chumley Theatre, Bloomington, IN, January 2017.
- Panelist, “Synergizing Efforts: The Role of Academia, Social Activism, Policy, Police Departments, and Legal Aid in Addressing Subjective Policing and Police Violence,” Indiana Journal of Law and Social Equality and the IU Black Law Students Association, October 2016, Watch Here. 
- “The Poisonous Tree of White Supremacy,” Black Lives Matter Rally, Bloomington, IN, July 2016.
- Black History Month Lecturer, “Social Justice Work in Bloomington,” Bloomington North High School, February 2016.

- “Intimate Histories: ‘Progressive Era’ Tales of Race, Sex, and Ribbons in Lynn Nottage's Intimate Apparel,” Theatre Circle Lecture, Lee Norvelle Department of Theatre and Drama, January 2013.
- Speaker, “Women of Color and the Academy,” Robert Treat Academy, Newark, NJ, March 2002.
Media Work
- Unsung History Podcast, “Julia Chinn,” Feb. 7, 2022, Listen Here. 

- James Boo, ““Don’t Eat Nazi Shit Melons,” and “Scary to Imagine,” Self-Evident: Asian America’s Stories, Oct. 26, 2021, and Nov. 12, 2021. View Episode 22.
- T.J. Fallon, “Richard Mentor Johnson (Part 2)- The Vice President's Black Wife,” Dead History, Oct. 29, 2021. Watch Here. 

- Farah Yousry, “Some Black Patients Wait For Days To Get Crucial Blood Transfusions,” Illinois Newsroom, July 31, 2021. Article Here.
- Peter Dorfman, “‘The Vice President’s Black Wife’: New Book by IU History Professor,”
Bloom Magazine, April 2021. Read Here.
- Rick Howlett, “In Conversation,” NPR-Louisville, Feb. 19, 2021. Listen Here. 

- Alex Ashkin, “Speaking with Amrita Chakrabarti Myers,” Big Talk, Feb. 4 and 5, 2021. Listen Here. 
- Co-Anchor, WFHB Bloomington’s African American Radio Show, “Bring It On!” 2015-2020.
- Vivek Rao and Kaitlyn Radde, “Activists want to defund police departments. What could that look like in Bloomington?” Indiana Daily Student, Oct. 08, 2020. Read Article Here 
- Dr. Julius Bailey, “Going Hard in the Intellectual Paint,” Straight No Chaser, Aug. 12, 2020. Watch. 

- Michael Medved, “Column: American Police Designed to ‘Uphold White Supremacy,’” The Michael Medved Show, July 30, 2020. Listen Here. 

- Henry Jacob, “Festering: Amrita Chakrabarti Myers on the wound of racism,” for “The 1701 Project,” Yale Historical Review, July 2020. Read Here. 
- RTV6 Indianapolis (ABC), “Racism is Still Alive in Bloomington and Southern Indiana, IU Professor Says,” July 10, 2020. View Here. 

- Bring it On!, “Social Unrest, Defunding the Police,” June 29, 2020. Listen Here.

- Dave Askins, “Activist on ‘Black Lives Matter’ Mural Overlay: ‘It’s Something We Can All Dance To,’” B Square Beacon, June 27, 2020. Read Article Here. 

- “Fox and Friends,” Fox Morning National News, “The Historical Significance of Juneteenth Explained,” June 19, 2020. Watch Here. 
- Fox 59 Morning News, “Juneteenth Gains Momentum in Current Climate,” June 19, 2020. View Here. 

- Michael Reschke, “Emancipation Celebration: Protests Spark Broader Recognition of Juneteenth,” The Herald-Times (Bloomington, IN), June 19, 2020. 

- Ricky Jones, “Should the Police be Abolished?” The Ricky Jones Show, June 14, 2020. Podcast Here. 
- Terri Stacy, “A Lesson on Racism, White Privilege, Policing & More with IU’s Dr. Amrita Myers,”
First Day with Terri Stacy, June 12, 2020. Listen Here. 

- “Enough is Enough,” Speech at BLM Demonstration, Bloomington, IN, June 05, 2020. View Here. 
- WFIU-Noon Edition, “Amid Nationwide Unrest, Discussing How Bloomington Addresses Racial Injustice,” June 05, 2020. Full Broadcast Here.  

- Kara Jillian Brown, “Many Social Justice Movements Have Been Started by Black Women. But History Forgets.” Well+Good, June 05, 2020. Read Article Here. 

- Bring it On!, “Blue on Black Crime,” June 01 and June 08, 2020. Podcasts Here.

- Ellen Wu, “The Year of the Farmers’ Market Controversy,” Limestone Post Magazine, Dec. 30, 2019. Click Here to Read. 
- Elaine Mcardle, “Antiracist Protestors in Purple Costumes Arrested at Farmers’ Market,” UU World Magazine, Dec. 02, 2019. View Here. 
- Gabriela Martinez, The Lost Story of Julia Chinn for “Kentucky Life,” KET-Kentucky Educational Television, Oct. 25, 2019. Aired February 2020. Watch Here. 
- Anushka Sen, “Commitments: Activism at the Intersection of Black and Asian Life in Bloomington,” HearAbouts Radio Show, Sept. 19, 2019. Listen Here. 
- Kellie Hwang, “Blackface Scandals Keep Happening. Indiana Students are Rarely Taught its Racist History,” Indianapolis Star, Feb. 21, 2019. Read Story Here. 
- Judy Woodruff, “Our Everyday Assumptions Can Hurt Others,” PBS Newshour, May 29, 2018. View Segment Here.
- Ligaya Figueras, “Starbucks to Close All Stores for Bias Training,” Atlanta Journal-Constitution, May 28, 2018. Read Article Here. 
- Susan Carini, “The Freedom Writer,” James Weldon Johnson Institute Spring 2018 Newsletter, April 30, 2018, Read Newsletter Here. 
- Emily Berryman, “Panel to Explore Violence Against Women of Color,” Indiana Daily Student, March 19, 2017, IDS Article Here. 

- Aggrey Sam, “Teach-In, Justice Fair at IU Bloomington will Highlight Issue of Violence Against Women of Color,” Press Release, IU Bloomington Newsroom, March 13, 2017. Read the Release Here. 

- Christine Fernando, “IU Gender Studies Professor Reflects on Intersectionality in Feminism,” Indiana Daily Student, March 8, 2017. Story Here. 

- WEAA 88.9FM, “Aftermath of the 2016 Presidential Election,” First Edition, Nov. 15, 2016, Listen. 

- American Student Radio, “Stereotype of the Angry Black Woman,” Oct. 23, 2016. Click Here.
- The Marc Steiner Show, Discussed protests in Baltimore/Milwaukee, Aug. 16 and 25, 2016. Podcast.
- Bring It On! WFHB 91.3FM, Discussed Bloomington’s Black Lives Matter Rally, July 18, 2016. Listen. 
- Ernest Rollins, “Black Lives Matter Rally Calls for United Effort to Confront Injustice,” Bloomington Herald-Times, July 18, 2016. Read Article Here.
- Alessandro Tomich, “IU Professors Speak on Police Brutality,” Indiana Daily Student, July 13, 2016. Read Here. 
- Errin Whack, “Tubman Replacing Jackson on the $20 a Deeply Symbolic Move,” AP News, April 21, 2016. Click Here To Read.
- Jessica R. Key, “Banning Books Said to Prohibit Freedom of Speech, Choice,” Indianapolis Recorder Newspaper, Sept. 10, 2015. Read Here.
- Sharon Roggenkamp, “Ghosts of Blue Spring Farm,” Scott County (Kentucky) Public Library Newsletter, Aug. 2015. Click Here.
- Steve Hinnefeld, “Historian: Church Attack Makes for a Somber Juneteenth,” IU Communications, June 19, 2015. Briefing Here.
- Douglas Storm, “The Significant Insignificance of Juneteenth,” Interchange, WFHB, June 2015. Click Here to Listen.
- Warren Robinson, Interview for the Documentary Film, “The Amazing Life of Georgia Mae Spann,” March 2015. Film Premiered in Indianapolis in Oct. 2015. 
- Interviews for “It’s Not So Black and White: Talking Race, From Ferguson to Bloomington,” Black Lives Matter Symposium, Town Hall and Justice Fair, Indiana University, March 2015. Click the following links: Story One; Press Release; and March 27 Release. 

- Bernice Bennett, “Research at the National Archives and Beyond!” Blogtalkradio, Forging Freedom, Oct. 2014. Click Here to Listen.
- Amanda Marino, “Researching a Fresh Look at Gender Studies,” Indiana Daily Student, Sept. 24, 2014.

- Otisha Paige, Interview, “Post-Traumatic Slave Syndrome,” Documentary Film, Miami, March 2014.

- Arika Easley-Houser, “New Books in African American Studies (New Books Network),” Forging Freedom, May 31, 2013. Listen Here.  

- Hannah Waltz, “Abraham Lincoln: The Beard that Pioneered,” Indiana Daily Student, Feb. 12, 2013. Read Here. 
- “The Gerard Show,” WBOK 1230AM Black Talk Radio, New Orleans, LA, January 2013.
- Tim Evans, “Annual Emancipation Proclamation Service Recalls Strides, Challenges for Blacks,” Indianapolis Star, Jan. 02, 2013. Click Here to Read. 
- Steve Hinnefeld, “Historians Comment on 150th Anniversary of Emancipation Proclamation,” IU Communications, Sept. 20, 2012. Story Here.
- Tanisha Ford, “You Betta Werk!: Professors Talk Style Politics,” The Feminist Wire, Aug. 28, 2012. Read Story Here. 
- Milka Denis, “Strange Fruit: Black Female Identity, Then and Now,” NEWDradio, (New York and Miami), May 2009. Listen Here. 
- Todd Bell, “Antebellum Black Women’s History,” The Breakdown, Heaven 1580 AM (Washington, D.C.), March 2008.

- Allison M. Strang, Interview for Documentary Film on American Feminism, July 2007.
Participation at Conferences/Symposia (Competitive)

- Session Chair and Comment, “Race and Inclusion in Academia and Career Diversity,” AHA, Jan. 2020.
- Panelist, “Articulations of Angela: A State of the Field Conversation on Black Women’s History and Slavery,” Roundtable at the Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora (ASWAD), College of William and Mary, Nov. 2019.  
- Presenter/Paper, “Forgotten Histories: The Life of Julia Chinn,” at Reckoning With Slavery: New Directions in the History, Memory, Legacy, and Popular Representations of Enslavement, The Inaugural Conference of the Lapidus Center for the Historical Analysis of Transatlantic Slavery, at the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, New York City, Nov. 2017.
- Panelist, “Underground Women,” A Roundtable on “Thoughts on the WGN Show Underground,” ASALH annual meeting, Cincinnati, OH, Sept. 2017.

- Session Chair and Comment, “Contested Liberty: Negotiating Race and Freedom in the Antebellum South,” OAH, New Orleans, April 2017.

- Paper, “Remembering Julia: A Story of Sex, Race, Power, and Place,” at Black/White Intimacies: Reimagining History, the South, & the Western Hemisphere, University of Alabama, April 2017. 
- Session Chair and Comment, “Making Moves and Claiming Freedoms: The Navigations and Negotiations of Antebellum Women of Color,” AHA, Atlanta, Jan. 2016.

- Paper, “From Out of the Shadows: Seeing Julia Chinn,” ASALH, Memphis, Sept. 2014.

- Session Chair and Comment, “Still ‘Useful’: Civil Rights & Black Value in Politics, Print Media, Beauty Culture, and Body Discourse,” ASALH, Memphis, Sept. 2014.

- Paper, “Out of the Shadows: Resurrecting Julia Chinn,” The Berkshire Conference on the History of Women (The Berks), Toronto, Canada, June 2014.

- Paper, “Hidden in Plain Sight: Black Women, Diaspora, and the Challenge of Biography,” ASWAD, The Dominican Republic, Nov. 2013.
- Paper, “Scandalous Liaisons: Race, Sex, and Politics in Antebellum America,” American Historical Association (AHA), New Orleans, Jan. 2013.

- Paper, “Rhetoric versus Reality: The Politics of Interracial Sex in the Old South,” Southern Historical Association (SHA), Mobile, Nov. 2012.
- Paper, “Analyzing Interracial Sex in Antebellum America,” ASALH, Pittsburgh, Sept. 2012.

- Panelist, “A Critical Engagement: Scholars Respond to Andre E. Johnson’s Literary Archive of Henry McNeal Turner,” NCBS, Atlanta, March 2012.

- Paper, “Public Rhetoric, Private Realities: Debates over Interracial Sex in Antebellum America,” ASWAD, Pittsburgh, Nov. 2011.
- Panelist, “Who Can Teach Black History? A Multi-Racial Panel of African Americanists on the Problems and Possibilities of Racial Perspective in the Classroom,” ASALH, Richmond, Oct. 2011.

- Session Chair and Comment, “Enslaved Women and Resistance: An Examination of the ‘Gentler Sex’,” ASALH, Richmond, Oct. 2011.

- Session Chair and Comment, “Healing and Writing Back: A Womanist Desire,” Collegium for African American Research (CAAR) Bi-Annual Conference, Paris, France, April 2011.

- Session Chair and Comment, “The Black Tax: The Price Students of Color Pay to Succeed in Academia,” NCBS, Cincinnati, March 2011.

- Paper, “Tales from the (Heart)land: The ‘Marriage’ of Julia Chinn and Richard Mentor Johnson,” NCBS, Cincinnati, March 2011.

- Paper, “Citizenship and the Politics of Perception: African American Women in Antebellum Charleston,” OAH, Washington, D.C., April 2010.

- Paper, “To Survive and Thrive: Race and Sex in the Antebellum City,” NCBS, March 2010.

- Paper, “Survival Strategies: Thriving on the Tenure Track,” ASALH, Cincinnati, Oct. 2009.

- Paper, “African American Womanhood in Antebellum Charleston,” in “Citizenship Defined, Defended, Extended: The Politics of African American Womanhood,” roundtable, Berks, Minneapolis, June 2008.

- Paper, “Identity & Interpretation: Constructing Race in the Old South,” ASWAD, Barbados, Oct. 2007. 
- Paper, “A Convoluted Chimera: Cecille Langlois Cogdell and the Nature of Race in Antebellum South Carolina,” Caribbean Studies Association (CSA), Salvador, Brazil, May 2007.
- Paper, “A Fragile Freedom: Charleston’s Free Women of Color,” SHA, Birmingham, Nov. 2006.

- Roundtable, “Finding Your Perfect Press and Getting Them to Sign You,” ASALH, Atlanta, Sept. 2006.
- Session Chair and Comment, “Black Abolitionists: Visualizing & Visualized,” ASALH, Sept. 2006.

- Paper, “The Currency of Citizenship: Afro-American Women and the Economic Dimensions of Civic Identity,” The Berks, California, June 2005.

- Paper, “‘Helpless Females’ and ‘Landholding Slaveowners’: Black Female Articulations of Freedom in Antebellum Charleston,” AHA, Seattle, Jan. 2005.

- Session Chair and Comment, “Navigating Freedom in Antebellum America,” ASALH, Oct. 2004.

- Paper, “Forging Freedom: Black Women and Wage Labor in Antebellum Charleston,” ASALH, Milwaukee, Sept. 2003.
- Paper, “Before the Bar: Race, Gender and Justice in Antebellum South Carolina,” Southern Association for Women Historians Sixth Southern Conference on Women’s History, Athens, Georgia, June 2003.

- Paper, “Accessing Emancipation: Black Women and Freedom in Charleston, South Carolina, 1790-1820.” University of Memphis African-American Graduate History Conference, Memphis, Oct. 2002.
- Paper, “Negotiating Freedom: Being Free, Black and Female in Charleston, South Carolina, 1790-1860,” ABWH Symposium: New Scholars and Recent Research in Black Women’s History, Washington, D.C., Sept. 2001.
- Panelist, “The Place of Oral Narratives in Reconstructing History,” The Imperfect Past: A Conference Promoting Graduate Student Scholarship, University of Alberta-Edmonton, Aug. 1997. 

- Panelist, “Black Women in American History,” Warren Sussman Graduate Student Conference, Rutgers University-New Brunswick, April 1997.

- Panelist, “Resistance and Reproduction: Black and White Southern Women,” The Berks, Chapel Hill, June 1996.

Pedagogical Work
- Alex Lichtenstein, On-Camera Teaching Interview for “H106, US History, 1877-Present,” April 2015.

- “Integrating Primary Sources and Document-Based Assignments into the US Survey.” Teacher-Training Workshop for Monroe County ACP US History Teachers, Indiana University, February 2013.

- External Examiner, Jessica Vander Heide, MA Thesis Defense, Trinity Western University, July 2012.

- “(Middle) American Tales: Black History, Women’s History, and the Underground Railroad.” Teacher-Training Workshop, Teaching American History Project: US Department of Education, Monroe County Historical Society, November 2010.

Courses Taught

Undergraduate

- African American History I: To 1877
- From Mammy to Michelle: Black Women in U.S. History
- History of Feminist Thought and Practice

- Sex, Lies, and Diaries: Interracial Sex in the Old South

- U.S. History I: To 1877
- Wenches, Witches, Welfare Queens: Stereotypes and Images of Black Women in U.S. History

Graduate

- Black Women in U.S. History
- Gender in the African Diaspora

- Readings in African American History

- Slavery in the African Diaspora

- The Long Nineteenth Century in U.S. History
Graduate Students: Advisor, Committee Member, Mentor
Aaron Fountain (Committee Member)
Alexa Marcotte (Committee Member)
*Alexis Guilbault (Dissertation Advisor)
Allison Vandenberg (Committee Member)
Amani Marshall (Committee Member)
Andrea Lee (Committee Member)
*Brianne Welser (MA Advisor)
*Carrie Fudickar (Dissertation Advisor)
*Charlene Fletcher (Dissertation Advisor)
Daniela Gutierrez (Committee Member)
David Jamison (Committee Member)
*Jazma Sutton (Dissertation Advisor)
Jennifer Henry (Committee Member)
Jessany Maldonado (Committee Member)
Jessica Wall (Committee Member)
Justin Ellison (Committee Member)
Justin Hawkins (Committee Member)
Kasha Appleton (Committee Member)
Marlena Brown Boswell (Committee Member)
Matt Gordon (Committee Member)
Meg Galasso (Committee Member)
*Nana Aba Bentil-Mawusi (Official GMC Mentor)
Natalie Gwishiri (Committee Member)
Sarah Rowley (Committee Member)
*Siobhan Carter-David (Co-Advisor)
Sydney-Paige Patterson (Committee Member)
*Tanisha Ford (Co-Advisor)
Travis Wright (Committee Member)
William Morgan (Committee Member)
Events Organized and/or Moderated
- Lead Organizer, Voter Registration Drive; and Citizens’ Action Training Workshop, “To Catch the Vision of Freedom: Remaking Bloomington in Our Collective Image,” Oct. 2020. Part of the Social Justice in America Series (SJAS).

- Lead Organizer, “Defending Democracy: Confronting Voter Suppression & White Supremacy in the New Millennium,” Campus/Community Social Justice Teach-In and Tabling Fair, Indiana University, SJAS, Oct. 2020. 

- Moderator, “Convention Conversations,” Policing, Structural Racism, and Internal Party Racism, Indiana State Democratic Convention, June 2020.

- Lead Organizer, “Borders, Bans, and Babies: America’s War on Immigrants,” Campus/Community Social Justice Teach-In and Tabling Fair, Indiana University, SJAS, March 2019.

- Moderator, “Power of the Black Vote, Panel & Town Hall,” Monroe Co. Black Democrats, Oct. 2018.

- Lead Organizer, “Violent Intersections: Women of Color in the Age of Trump,” Campus/Community Social Justice Teach-In and Tabling Fair, Indiana University, SJAS, March 2017.
- Moderator, “Race and Privilege: A Backyard Perspective,” WFHB Town Hall, Monroe County Public Library, Bloomington, IN, Oct. 2016.

- Organizing Committee Member, “Black-Native Histories of Freedom & Bondage,” Graduate Student Panel, History Department Diversity Committee, Indiana University, April 2016.

- Lead Organizer, “It’s Not So Black and White: Talking Race, From Ferguson to Bloomington,” Campus/Community #BLM Teach-In and Justice Fair, Indiana University, SJAS, March 2015.

- Organizing Committee Member, “Rights and Retrospectives: The Civil Rights Act at 50,” Symposium, Indiana University, Nov. 2014.
- Organizing Committee Member, “Pedagogy & Pushback: Navigating Hostile Classroom Environments,” Workshop, Indiana University, April 2014.
Service to the University
Department

- Search Committee, Juan Mora Strategic Hire, Department of History, Fall 2021
- Graduate Affairs Committee, Department of History, 2021-2022

- Locke Essay Prize Committee, Department of History, Indiana University, Spring 2021

- Peterson Essay Prize Committee, Department of History, Indiana University, Spring 2020

- Third Year Review Committee, Gabriel Peoples, Department of Gender Studies, 2019-2020
- ACP Committee, Department of History, 2019-2020

- Partial Line Transfer Committee, Karen Inouye, Department of History, 2019 

- Awards Committee, Department of Gender Studies, 2018-19

- Graduate Admissions Committee, Department of History, 2018-19

- Awards Committee, Department of Gender Studies, Indiana University, 2016-2017

- Graduate Admissions Committee, Department of Gender Studies, Indiana University, 2016-17

- Search Committee (Race and Sexuality), Department of Gender Studies, Indiana University, 2015-16

- Strategic Hire Committee, Department of History, Indiana University, Fall 2015-Fall 2016

- Chair, Line Transfer Committee, Cara Caddoo, Department of History, Indiana University, Fall 2014

- Graduate Admissions Committee, Department of Gender Studies, Indiana University, 2014-15

- Chair, Diversity Committee, Department of History, Indiana University, 2013-2020.

- Search Committee, African-American History, Department of History, Indiana University, 2012-13

- Graduate Students of Color Mentoring Project, Department of History, Indiana University, 2011-13

- Field Chair, African Diaspora History, Department of History, Indiana University, 2011-2017

- Graduate Instructor Training, “The First Day of Class,” Department of History, Indiana University, 2010

- Executive Committee (Member), Department of History, Indiana University, 2010-2012

- Gunderson Prize Committee, Department of History, Indiana University, 2010

- Locke Essay Prize Committee, Department of History, Indiana University, 2009

- Graduate Admissions Committee, Department of History, Indiana University, 2008-09

- A.I. Training, “Modeling Professionalism,” Department of History, Indiana University, Sept. 2008

- Search Committee, Asian American History, Department of History, Indiana University, 2006-07

- Foster and Locke Essay Prize Committees, Department of History, Indiana University, 2006

- Gunderson Prize Committee, Department of History, Indiana University, 2006
- Faculty Advisor, Phi Alpha Theta Honor Society, Department of History, Kean University, 2001-05

Campus
- Search Committee, Director of Strategic Communications and Marketing, Office of Enrolment Management, Indiana University, Fall 2016

- Faculty Mentor, Graduate Mentoring Center, Indiana University Graduate School, 2016-2017
- Postdoctoral Selection Committee, CRRES, Indiana University, 2012-13
- Diaspora Studies Group, African American & African Diaspora Studies, Indiana University, 2007-08

- Fringe Benefits Committee, Bloomington Faculty Council, Indiana University, 2006-07

- Non-Tenured Faculty Committee, Kean Federation of Teachers, Kean University, 2004-05

- Women’s Studies Scholarship Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, Kean University 2004-05

- Faculty Senate Research Committee, Faculty Senate, Kean University, 2004-05

- University Safety Committee, Union Representative, Kean University, 2004-05

- University Release Time for Research Committee, Faculty Senate, Kean University, 2003-2005

- Campus Culture Committee, Union Representative, Kean University, 2002-2004
Service to the Profession
- Board of Directors (Member), Association of Black Women Historians, September 2021-

- Associate Editor, Journal of American History, January 2021-
- External Reviewer, Tenure File, Dr. Kabria Baumgartner, University of New Hampshire, 2019.
- Inaugural Rosalyn Terborg-Penn Book Prize Committee, ASWAD, 2019. 

- Series Co-Editor, “Gender and Race in American History,” University of Rochester Press, July 2018-
- Review Book Proposal, “The Sword in Her Hands: Antebellum Louisiana’s Free Women of Color and their Sexual Negotiations for Freedom,” University of Illinois Press and Johns Hopkins Press, April 2018. 
- External Reviewer, Tenure and Promotion File, Dr. Shirletta Kinchen, University of Louisville, 2017. 

- National Treasurer, Association of Black Women Historians, January 2015-December 2018.

- Session Moderator/Commentator, “Black Female Health Practitioners Speak,” Inaugural Black Women’s Wellness and Empowerment Summit, Indiana University, Oct. 2016.  
- Review Manuscript, Biography of Richard Mentor Johnson, University of Kentucky Press, May 2015.

- Review Manuscript, “Reconstructing Family: Interracial Marriage and Parental Rights in Post-Emancipation Southern Courts,” Journal of American History, Oct. 2014.
- Darlene Clark Hine Award Committee, Best Book in Black Women’s and Gender History, Organization of American Historians, 2014-15.
- Review Manuscript, “Spartan Mothers and Citizen Sons,” Gender & History, May 2014.
- Membership Committee, SHA, 2013-2015.
- Review Manuscript, “The Light of Knowledge Follows the Impulse of Revolutions,” Journal of the Early Republic, Spring 2013.
- Cunningham Prize Committee Member, Best Undergraduate Article, AHA, 2012-15
- 19th Century U.S. History Consultant, American Historical Review, Aug. 2010-June 2017.
- Session Chair, “Reflections on Black Bodies, Violence, and the Law,” Roundtable on “Trayvon Martin- Geographies of the Black Male Body,” Indiana University-AAADS Herman Hudson Graduate Student Conference, March 2012.

- Session Chair, “Individualism and Political Identity,” Indiana University, Paul Lucas Graduate Student Conference, March 2012.
- Review Manuscript, “Polly: Portrait of a Woman in Slavery,” Journal of American History, Feb. 2012.
- Program Committee, ASALH, 2012 Planning Meeting.
- Panelist, “The State of Black History in 2010 and Beyond: Is Black History Month Still Relevant or Necessary in ‘Post-Racial America’?” Indiana University, Feb. 2010.

- Session Chair, “Southern Terror and Black Memory,” Rupture, Repression, and Uprising: Raced and Gendered Violence along the Color Line, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, April 2008.

- ALANA Committee, OAH, 2007-2011. ALANA oversees minority affairs for the OAH and administers the annual Huggins-Quarles Minority Graduate Student Award.
- Chair, “African Diaspora Panel,” IU Paul Lucas History Graduate Student Conference, March 2007.

- Membership Committee, Southern Association of Women’s Historians (SAWH), 2006-07.

- Chair, “African Diaspora Panel,” IU Paul Lucas History Graduate Student Conference, March 2006.

- Midwest Regional Director, ABWH, 2006-2008.

- Forum Co-Organizer and Presenter, “Race, Media, and Representation,” Indiana University, “Gender, Race and the Media in Antebellum America,” Oct. 2005.
- Membership Committee, SHA, 2005-07.

- Session Chair, Phi Alpha Theta Regional Conference, William Paterson University, March 2003.
Additional Community-Facing Work
- Panelist, “Black Against the Wall: Black Life and Death; A Virtual Protest Against State Sponsored Violence During COVID19,” BLM-Btown, Bloomington, IN, June 06, 2020.

- Core Council Member, Black Lives Matter, Bloomington, IN, Jan. 2019-Oct. 2020.

- Workshop Leader, “Conditional Inclusion, Belonging, and Citizenship: Activism and Action,” Inaugurate the Revolution, Bloomington, IN, Jan. 2017.
- Co-Founder, Btown Justice, 2015. A community organization that functions as a social justice, information clearing house, standing in solidarity with #BlackLivesMatter and the modern civil rights movement. See https://www.facebook.com/btownjustice/ and on Twitter at @BtownJustice.

Additional Student Engagement

- Panelist, “Black Feminism and Internationalism,” IU Eleanor Roosevelt Society, March 2021.

- Panelist, “Depolarizing Blackness,” IU College Democrats, Oct. 2020. 
- Speaker, “Four Hundred Years,” Our Black Lives Matter Memorial and Rally, IU Black Graduate Student Association, Oct. 2016.

- “Black Women, Stereotyping, and #SayHerName,” Diversity In Action, Indiana University, Sept. 2016.

- “Do We Still Need Black Women’s History?” Black History Month Talk, Feminist Student Association, Indiana University, Feb. 2016.

- Judge, Black History Month Knowledge Bowl, IU-Neal-Marshall Black Culture Center, Feb. 2015.
- Presentation and Discussion Leader, Film Screening, “Free Angela and All Political Prisoners,” Feminist Student Association, Indiana University, Feb. 2015.

- “Struggling With Imposter Syndrome: Finding Your Voice and Taking a Seat at the Table,” Inter-Varsity Graduate and Faculty Ministry Talk, Indiana University, Oct. 2014. 
- “Affirmative Action in Higher Education and the Workplace,” Affirmative Action: BLACK privilege or WHITE Responsibility?, Gamma Eta Chapter-Alpha Phi Alpha, Indiana University, Oct. 2012.

- “The Accomplishments of American Women,” talk for “Phenomenal Women, Phenomenally,” Teter Hall Women’s History Month Program, Indiana University, March 2012.

- “Ethnic Studies: Stories of Backlash,” Black History is AmerAKAn History, talk for Tau Chapter-Alpha Kappa Alpha, Black History Month Program, Indiana University, Feb. 2011.

Professional Affiliations

- American Historical Association

- Association for the Study of African American Life and History

- Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora

- Association of Black Women Historians

- Berkshire Conference of Women Historians 

- Collegium for African American Research

- National Council for Black Studies
- Organization of American Historians

- Southern Association for Women Historians 

- Southern Historical Association
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